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AMERICA'S LANDMARKS

In this issue of Zoom we present some of the most recognizable places - symbols of the United States.

B Greathess

Mount Rushmore stands in the
Black Hills of South Dakota. The
Presidents' faces are 60 feet
(18.3 m) high. The drilling on the
mountain started in 1927 and the
last face - that of Roosevelt - was
completed in 1939.

Today, more than 2.7 million
people visit Mt. Rushmore each
year, making it one of the most
popular monuments in the United
States.

Presidents whose heads are
carved in Mount Rushmore are
(from left):

George Washington

Thomas Jefferson

Theodore Roosevelt.
Abraham Lincoln

Which President: Image: (AP Photo/Doug Dreyer) ©AP-WWP

2 won a Nobel Peace Prize for his work to 2 preserved the Union of the American states by
mediate the end of the Russo-Japanese War as not agreeing to let the southern states secede
well as introduced reforms in American from it? He also abolished slavery.
business and the conservation movement?

O expanded the United States through the 2 wasthe Commander-in-Chief of the
Louisiana Purchase, which nearly doubled the Continental Army in the American
size of the country and led to the creation of Revolutionary War and the first President of
thirteen new states? the United States?

In This Issue: Greatness, Liberty, Beauty, Win a Prize! ZOOM in on America




W iberty

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,

With conquering limbs astride from land to land:

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the impris d lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
eep, ancient landk
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,
Send these, the homel

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus,” The Poems of Emma Lazarus, vol.1 (1889)

Torch: symbolizes
light or enlightenment,
the key to achieving
freedom.

Robe: the statue wears
a free-flowing robe,
which refers to the
Roman goddess
Libertas, worshipped
by freed slaves. -
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Emma Lazarus saw the Statue of Liberty as a
beacon to the world. A poem she wrote to help
raise money for the pedestal captured what the
statue came to mean to the millions who migrated
to the United States seeking freedom, and who
continue to come to this day.

Many native-born Americans and immigrants at the
time did see themselves just as Lazarus portrayed
them - wretched, nameless, "tempest-tost." For
them Europe meant poverty and persecution, and
America meant democracy and opportunity. “Other
lands,” wrote the Polish emigre Henryk
Sienkiewicz, "grant only asylum; this land
recognizes the immigrant as a son and grants him
rights." When they were "sickened at last of
poverty, bigotry and kings,” wrote another
immigrant, "there was always America!"

Crown: the crown with seven spikes represents
the 7 seas and 7 continents of the world, a
reminder of the universal concept of liberty.

Tablet: contains the date of America's
r‘\. independence - JULY IV MDCCLXXVI - in

Roman numerals.

The Statue of Liberty stands on an island
located next to Ellis Island in New York
City's harbor, which functioned as a
special port of entry for immigrants
between 1892 and 1954. In those years
Ellis Island was the doorway to the United
States for 12 million people. The statue
became many immigrants' first sight of
their homeland-to-be.

The U.S. now admits about 1 million
(figure from 2002) legal immigrants each
year. They are mostly immediate relatives
of U.S. citizens, skilled employees,
refugees, and "winners" of the U.S.
Diversity Visa lottery.

Based on Department of State and National Park
Service publications

Language Tip!

You can create phrases similar to the one
above: “homeland-to-be” (meaning “future
homeland”) using other words, e.g. “a

bride-to-be” = a future bride, “a graduate-

- i to-be” = a future graduate.

Image: (APPhoto/ Jennifer Szymaszek) ©AP-WWP



B Beauty

Here is an
example of an
INFORMAL letter
(to a friend or
member of your
family).

Place a date in
upper right corner.
In the American
format the month -
in this case May -
goes first, before
the day.

Greet the person
you are writing to.
Besides Hi you
can also use:

Dear...
Hello...

At the beginning
you can mention
your latest

contact with the

person. Use
phrases such as:

Many thanks for
your letter.

It was very nice
to hear from you.

I was glad to hear
that...

After the main
body of the letter
you may end it
with:

Looking forward
to hearing from
you.

Hope to hear
from you soon.

Write soon!
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Notebook image: Davide Guglielmo, stock.xchng;
Golden Gate Bridge image: National Park Service

He Kate!

DESTOFS2008

Haow ave youé Tl aosinrs fw" Yoy Last g-woadd. T was wive o fear ﬂc?’m you

wﬁw 50 -ﬁtmﬁf’
Rdﬁ'ff/t Hotr T fffwﬂw@r}
Thoewe Jowag £o bread Back o solpewl fo

a wreek v Ee Thabor wikh woy st gatd cowesion.
ﬁm'frfﬁ Edt Year o gy feettew

Graces Shawe st year, hopefully. I'w v ying fo bwmprove wey Enqlivh have!

P adtac s

a P’ﬁwﬁ? I took gf e Golden Gate Bw}sﬂge oo Sart Frasoiton,

Codifornia. Did you kuow that I awm a fan (probably the biggest in

e vwrerld!)
LH e e covlert soevar
st o et HOY G

& ik oo s “Vertigo™s Weld, the Goldewn Gate it fe-wfwr"&.o{
Hoat woopde. I load foww M&M&ﬂﬁ adlroriet
or astd O fmt I ooven cf_yc,é&.o{ across g Tt

stramqe tat you can cyile but ot's wot ablowed to volley-flade, so wo
citisti foad to fadke aff Yiis blader awd wadk! It's a 1.7 m&ée»-ﬁtmig e,

Take care,
D emttniioa

P25 Owe

rrerenve (L wol swre aboit Ber word ) Gt

&}vfa‘rmmﬁ

alroit Eis évw'/sﬂge &t Eoat woore sudtdder fadte ?M“/M@ oo O Eas o ay

o stig {e

FEFUACERrE

Language Tip!

In  the letter
above Dominika
said: It's a 1.7
mile-long walk.
In English you
should use a
hyphen (-) to
create
adjectives
containing

g bl wrovld.

More American landmarks on the web

numbers  or EETNEIERlNOE N

el L=Te R (eT0 Ml http://www.nps.gov/grca/grandcanyon/

numbers, e.g. a

five-year-old RN RiIIREYENE

(G (I B B R http://www.nps.gov/linc/home.htm

twentieth -

century REEVNER]
literature. http://www.thealamo.org/

————
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Activity Page

Wl n a Prizel Find answers to activities on this page at www.usinfo.pl/zoom/

To take partin a

drawing for one of three

prizes find the answer
to the following
question:

How many legal
immigrants are
admitted into the
United States
annually?

Send your answer to:
zoom@usinfo.pl

Give your name and
address.
The deadline is
May 31.

Good Luck!

The winners from the
previous issue will soon
receive their prizes
by mail.

f00M

About ZOOM

Zoom is online at
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/

Subscription issues
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/
subscribe.htm

Contact us at
zoom@usinfo.pl

American Information
Resource Centers

Warsaw
Ambasada USA
ul. Piekna 14, 00-540
Warszawa
airc_warsaw@state.gov

Krakow
Konsulat Generalny USA
ul. Stolarska 9,
31-043 Krakow
KrakowAIRC@state.gov

Z0OOM Page 4

Bl A Little Difficult?

Complete the sentences with little, a little, few, or a few.

There were only
You only need sugar to make this cake.
We don’t need to hurry. We still have time
| don't understand why there were so
the movie.
5. My mother always had very

we misbehaved.
6. At a job interview they will want to ask you
people can speak more than 5 languages.
8. The man who was sitting
loudly.
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B A Case of A Blank

Fill in the gaps. Write the, a(n) or leave the
blank empty.

1. She was probably most
beautiful woman I've ever seen.

2. My kids usually drink hot
chocolate before going to sleep.

3. My older brother is computer
programmer. He works from
home.

4. Can | have bar of chocolate?

5. doctors say you should eat
five servings of vegetables
day.
6. | love green tea, but

tea they served at this restaurant last
night was horrible!

7. poor in this country are
threatening to rebel unless their
situation improves.

8. | couldn't understand why they chose to
live in Minnesota. For me,

warm states are
in United States.

9. You'll find the main library on
Pulaski Street.

best

items left after the big sale.

before the train leaves.

people at the cinema. | really liked

patience with us. She got angry quickly when

questions.

seats in front of us was eating popcorn very

B Glossary

to abolish - to do away with

an asylum - place where one
finds protection and
safety; a shelter.

a beacon - a signaling device

bigotry - intolerance

conservation - protection
and preservation of
wildlife and natural
resources

decisive - here: unmistakable

to mediate -to try to
reconcile people or
countries

persecution - harassment,
usually based on race or
religion

arefugee - a person who
escapes from his/her
country to avoid
persecution

to secede from - to withdraw
from

a spike - a pointed piece of
hard material

to worship - to honor (a god)

wretched - miserable



